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H a n g  i n  t h e r e  -  S h a b b o s  i s  c o m i n g !  
 

TORAH PORTION: TOLEDOS (GENESIS 25:19 - 28:9) 
 

This week’s CTN Shabbat Fax is dedicated by the 
Wells Family, in memory of Barbara Ethington. 

 

1. Isaac loved Esau because … And Rebecca loves Jacob … (25:28) 
 
It’s one of the famous Torah stories. 
 

One that decides the future of the Jewish People.  
 

… Isaac and Rebecca see their children differently. 
 

Rebecca loves Jacob.  Sees him as the spiritual future of the Jewish People. 
 

But Isaac loves Esau.   And thinks that he can be the Jewish future. 
 

The stakes are very high.  And Jewish tradition is clear. 
 

Rebecca was right.   And her insight saved the Jewish People. 
 

… But the story is also full of lessons for everyday life. 
 

Valuable lessons.  About life.  Love.  And relationships. 
 

Read the text carefully.  And you see that it’s also a model of two very different kinds of love. 
 

… One, loves for a reason: Isaac loves Esau.  Because Esau takes care of him. 
 

It’s about loving someone because of what I get from them. 
 

Rebecca’s love?  There’s no reason given. 
 

She loves Jacob.  Period. 
 

The difference between the two types of love? 
 

… It’s major. 
 

Look at the Torah’s wording.  “Isaac loved Esau.”  Past tense. 
 

But Rebecca loves Jacob.  Present tense. 
 

The message?  A love based on what I get from the other person can soon become a thing of 
the past.  It may not last. 
 

… Because often it’s not really about loving the other person to begin with. 
 

It’s about loving myself. 
 

… Which is why it’s no surprise if one day I no longer love the other person as much.  Or at all. 
 

I probably never really did. 
 

… But there’s another type of love.  Where I love you because I love you. 
 

Not just because of what I get from you. 
 

And that’s a love that will last.  Because that’s real love. 
 

… It’s something that can be so helpful in our relationships. 



 

Because of course we appreciate when the people we love do things for us. 
 

And that can bring us closer. 
 

… But it’s so important to always make sure there’s more to our love. 
 

That we love them … because we love them. 
 

… Friends.  Kids.  Spouse.  Whoever. 
 

Before we say, “I love you” … we should make sure that it’s about you. 
 

… Not just about what you do for me. 
 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
 
“Only when two people give to each other within a relationship of mutual respect … can they 
receive the gift of love. 
 
One man … who came to me for advice because he was contemplating divorce told me 
mournfully why he thought the marriage went wrong. 
 
He said: “I know what my problem was.  I was looking for a Ferrari and I got a Ford.” 
 
I said: “I think the problem was you were looking for a car.” 
 

Rabbi David Aaron (Endless Light; Simon & Schuster) 
 

DEC. 18 AT CTN.  3000 YEARS OF JEWISH KNOWLEDGE AND INSPIRATION IN JUST 3 HOURS! 
 

“I strongly recommend the CTN Fundamentals Seminar. 
Coming from a rather secular background, I found the seminar fulfilling 
and rewarding. It is nice to take the mystery out of our religion. I 
learned practical, Jewish way to make me remember the important, more 
precious things in life. L'Chaim!” (Dr. Robert Perlmuter, Lincolnwood) 

 

Looking to dramatically increase your Jewish I.Q.?  Long on desire but short on time?  Then the 
Fundamentals Seminar is for you. 

Fundamentals is a unique morning of learning and growth, that includes classes on “The Mystical 
Meanings of Chanukah”, “Torah Textual Study", "The How, What and Why of Kosher", and more. 

Keynote Address: “Successfully Dealing with Life’s Challenges - Big and Small”, by 
renowned therapist and Torah scholar, Rabbi Dr. Jerry Lob. 

Please mark your calendars and watch for complete Fundamentals schedule. 
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Shabbat Shalom and have a great week! 
 
 

Rabbi Moshe Katz                            Rabbi  Doni Deutsch 
Chicago Torah Network http://torahnetwork.org 
2832 West Touhy Avenue, Chi cago, IL 60645 

Phone: 773.761.0400    Fax: 773.761.9262    e -mail: info@torahnetwork.org 


