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Chicago Torah Network Tribute Gala Brunch
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Dear Friends - Please show your support of CTN and
appreciation of the Shabbat Fax and Email, and help us to
continue and increase our work for the Jewish future, by
participating in this wvitally important annual fundraising
campaign. Thank you
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Hang in there - Shabbos is coming!

TORAH PORTION: LECH-LECHA (GENESIS 12:1-17:27)

This week’s CTN Shabbat Fax is dedicated anonymously, in
honor of Rabbi Louis and Rebbetzin Saretta Lazovsky, on the
birth of their grandson, Shmuel Yitzchak.

1. And G-d said to Abraham ... (12:1)

Abraham. One of the most influential people in human history.

He taught the world so much about G-d.

That there’s a G-d Who demands morality. And ethics. A G-d who cares about how we live.
And Abraham taught the world so much about man.

About human dignity. How every human being is created in the Image of G-d.
... Yes it’s true. Abraham changed the world.

But he did something else. Just as important. And just as hard.

... He changed himself.

Because Abraham did not grow up a rabbi. Or in some rabbinic family.
Far from it.

Abraham'’s father was a pagan. A well-known idol maker.

And Jewish tradition tells us that Abraham himself was an idolater.
Until the age of forty!

Then Abraham did something that is hard to do. Very hard.

He began to question his assumptions. To reassess things.

He looked at the world around him.

The beauty. The complexity.

And decided he was wrong.

There must be a Creator. One G-d Who brought everything into being.
... Abraham changed his life. And set out on a mission.

To teach and inspire the world about G-d.

...We may not be in the position to change the world.

But we should still look at Abraham and be challenged.

... Because we can change ourselves.

As it's been said:

“"There are many people who are out to change the world ...



But they don’t want to roll up their sleeves and help with the dishes.”

2. G-d said to Abraham: 'I will bless Sarah your wife ... and she will bear you a son ...
Abraham fell on his face and laughed ... G-d said: 'You must name him Yitzchak
(Isaac)’. (17:16-19)

It seemed so absurd. Even Abraham couldn't help but laugh.

He's a hundred. She's ninety. They never had any children. But now they will.
Not only that, but he will become a great nation.

Laughable.

But G-d tells him that it will happen.

In fact, He tells him to call his son Yitzchak (Isaac). It means to laugh.

Let that be his name. Always remember that laughter. Because that will be the destiny of this
nation.

G-d guarantees our survival. Every time it seems that there is no future for the Jewish people.
That we are about to disappear. We are reborn.

Just like the first Jewish child.

STORY OF THE WEEK

Nervously, the man approached Baron Rothschild fro a significant loan.
‘It would be my pleasure — but you must have a co-signer who will guarantee payment.’

The man was quiet. Finally, he said: 'I can’t think of anyone. In fact, the only one who may trust
me is the Almighty Himself.”

‘Very well. That name will be fine!” Rothschild drew up a note and wrote: Endorsed by the
Ruler of the world.

The man signed it and received the money.

Six months later, the thankful borrower came to repay the loan. The Baron refused to take the
money.

He smiled and said: 'The loan has already been paid by the co-signer.”’
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Shabbat Shalom and have a great week!
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