
 

 
 

Also, Coming up at CTN 

 

 
The CTN Five-Week Hebrew Reading Crash 
Course begins February 8. 
 
It’s easy. It’s fun. And it works. 
 
www.torahnetwork.org/hebrew-crash-course.htm 
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Hang in there - Shabbos is coming! 
 

TORAH PORTION: YISRO (EXODUS 18:1 - 20:23) 
 

 

This week's CTN Shabbat Fax is dedicated by David and Jill Kantor, in honor of the 

outstanding work done by CTN, and in celebration of the wonderful simcha of the 

birth of our grandson Samuel Michael (Shlomo Moshe). May Hashem bless him to 

grow to be a joy to his family and a pride to the Jewish People. 

 

1. "What you are doing is not good … Now listen to me, I will give you advice … Moses 
took his advice. (18:17-24) 

 
Moses.  One of the greatest human beings of all time. 
 
The Torah tells us a lot about him. 
 
Big things.  Like the Exodus from Egypt.  And the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai. 
 
He’s the man who changed the world. 
 
The stories are inspiring.   
 
Even though we’re not likely to change the world in the same way. 
 
But here’s one little story about Moshe.   
 
Something we can all relate to.  And apply to ourselves. 
 
Moshe is setting up a judicial system for the new nation. 
 
It’s a major job. 
 
And with all the work he is doing – he is strongly criticized for the way he’s doing it. 
 
By an outsider. 
 
Who then tells him how he thinks it should be done. 
 
Think about how we might react. 
 
We’d probably start defending our way of doing it.  Not be very open to criticism. 
 
Moshe’s response? 
 
“And Moshe took his advice. 
 
And did all that he said.” 
 
As it says in the Biblical ‘Book of Proverbs’: “He who loves instruction, loves knowledge; but he 
who hates admonition is a fool.” 
 
§ Rabbi Moshe Feinstein.  Recognized as the world’s leading authority on Halacha.  Traditional 
Jewish law.  His rulings and advice, over a period of seventy years, guided hundreds of 
thousands of Jews around the world. 
 
He once received a letter.  From another Rabbi – many years his junior. 
 
It was a letter of criticism.  About something Rabbi Feinstein did.   



 
Something that in the opinion of the other Rabbi, at least gave the appearance of violating 
Jewish law, and could be misunderstood. 
 
Rabbi Feinstein’s response: 
 
“It gave me great pleasure that you were diligent in fulfilling, what according to your way of 
thinking, is a Mitzvah of correcting your fellow man. 
 
G-d forbid that I should harbor any hard feelings …  
 
It is clear to me that there is absolutely no problem with what I do, for the following reasons … 
 
… But since a Rabbi as esteemed as you feels that, G-d forbid, people could misinterpret my 
actions, I accept upon myself to refrain from doing it … 
 
In the merit of your fulfilling the commandment of correcting others, may you merit great 
blessings … “ 
 

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 
 
Next time you see someone doing something ‘obviously’ wrong, here’s one thing to do. 
 

Think about how many rationalizations you would come up with, to justify it if you were doing it. 
 

… And use them to give the other person the benefit of the doubt. 
 

THE  WORLD FAMOUS DISCOVERY SEMINAR COMES TO CHICAGO 
 

 
Complete Details at http://www.torahnetwork.org/discovery.htm 
 

�      u      � 
Shabbat Shalom and best wishes for a wonderful week. 

 
Rabbi Moshe Katz                            Rabbi Doni Deutsch 
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