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VOL U ME 18 ,  ISSU E 26   F R ID AY,  APR IL  1 ,  2011  /  26  AD AR  2  5771   C AN D L E L IGH T IN G:  6 : 55  P . M.  SH AB B AT  EN D S:  8 : 06  (C H IC AGO) 
 
 

H a n g  i n  t h e r e  -  S h a b b o s  i s  c o m i n g !  
 

TORAH PORTION: TAZRIA (LEVITICUS 12:1 - 13:59) 
 

This week’s CTN Shabbat Fax is sponsored by Rochelle & Joseph Rogowin, 
in loving memory of their mothers, Sara Garbuz, Sarah bas Aharon z”l, on the occasion 

of her 11th yahrzeit, (23 Adar II), and Fay Rogowin, Tziporah bas Yosaif z”l, on the 
occasion of her 18th yahrzeit (7 Nissan). May their memories be a blessing. 

 

1. When a son is born … on the eighth day you shall circumcise him. … (12:3) 
 
Circumcision.  The oldest Jewish ritual. 
 
Observed by Jews throughout the centuries. 
 
It’s not done for health.  Or hygiene. 
 
And it’s not just a cultural thing.  A Jewish way of celebrating the birth of a son. 
 
In Hebrew, it’s a Bris.  A covenant.  Between the Jewish people and G-d. 
 
A deep expression of commitment to our Jewish heritage. 
 
… And throughout history, it wasn't just Jews who knew how important the bris was. 
 
Our enemies knew it too. 
 
… The Greeks.  The Romans.  They outlawed circumcision. 
 
Today?  They're gone. 
 
… And we're still here. 
 
Still keeping the sign of our covenant.  
 
We've kept it for 3500 years. 
 
And it has kept us. 
 
§ Masada. 
 
The final stronghold in the ancient Jewish revolt against Rome. 
 
Jerusalem had been destroyed in the year 70 CE.  Most of its inhabitants were killed or sold into 
slavery. 
 
About one thousand of them escaped to Masada.  And survived there for three years. 
 
The Israeli archaeologist Yigael Yadin excavated Masada.  And found some amazing things. 
 
… Like the Synagogue used by the defenders. 
 
They also found something else.  Of tremendous significance. 
 
“… It fell to a lad from a Kibbutz in Western Galilee, to discover fragments of a scroll … 
 
Parts of the fragments had been eaten away.  But those that were undamaged had been very 
well preserved. 
 
And we could immediately identify them as several chapters from the Book of Leviticus.  
Chapters eight through twelve. 
 
It was absolutely identical with the traditional text of Leviticus.” 
 
… Including the verse "And on the eighth day, you shall circumcise him …" 



 
It's something to think about this Shabbat. 
 
It’s two thousand years later.  We are back in Israel. 
 
Finding ancient Torah fragments.  And recognizing them. 
 
As things we still study.  And still live by. 
 
… Because the Torah is eternal. 
 
And so is the Jewish People. 
 

WHAT JEWISH TRADITION SAYS ABOUT … THE POWER OF SPEECH 
 

“For every moment one guards one’s tongue, he earns reward that is beyond the comprehension 
even of the angels …” 
 
“Man’s ultimate task is to not sin with his mouth.  The Sages say that one’s good deeds and 
Torah knowledge cannot offset the damage that one does with speech …” 
 
“The principle way of earning the World to Come is through guarding one’s mouth, which is 
greater than Torah learning and Mitzvahs, because the mouth is Holy of Holies …” 
 

 (From the writings of the 18th century Lithuanian Torah giant Rabbi Elijah, known as the ‘Gaon 
of Vilna’) 
 

MAKE THIS YOUR MOST MEANINGFUL SEDER EVER! 
 

LUNCH, LEARN & MITZVAH: 
“Make This Your Most Meaningful Seder Ever” 
 
Wednesday, April 6, 2011 
500 Skokie Blvd., Northbrook 
Lower Level Conference Room 
 
Networking and Lunch: 11:30 am 
Workshop: 12:00 pm 
 
Advanced Paid Registration: 
 $15 (includes lunch) 

At the Door: 
 $20 (includes lunch) 
 
info@torahnetwork.org or 773-761-0400 

The Lunch, Learn & Mitzvah Series is dedicated by the Hartman Family Foundation in memory of Wilfred Lefkovitch 
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Shabbat Shalom and have a great week! 

 
Rabbi Moshe Katz                            Rabbi  Doni Deutsch 
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