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H a n g  i n  t h e r e  -  S h a b b o s  i s  c o m i n g !  
 

TORAH PORTION: BEHA'ALOSECHA (NUMBERS  8:1 - 12:16) 
 

 

This week’s CTN Shabbat Fax is sponsored in honor of Bruce & Cheryl Leon, in 
recognition of their sponsorship of the Ilene C. Leon Chicago Conference for Jewish 
Women, this Sunday, June 12.   May the learning and growth the conference brings 

to so many people be a merit for your mother’s neshama (soul). 
 

1. Whenever the Ark traveled, Moses said: Arise G -d, and let Your enemies be 
scattered …  (10:35-36) 

 
… It’s a central point of the Synagogue service. 
 
We open the Ark.  Take out the Torah.  And sing these words: 
 
'Vayehee Binso'a Ha’aron …' 
 
It's a pretty powerful moment.  Because the words are three thousand years old. 
 
And they still have a very important message. 
 
Because when the ark is opened – and the Torah is taken out – is a good time to reflect. 
 
… On our past.  And our future. 
 
“When the Ark traveled.”  This symbolizes our past. 
 
The times we were expelled.  Forced to run.  And start all over. 
 
And the great empires that tried to destroy us. Egypt. Babylon. Ancient Greece. Rome. And others. 
 
… They’re gone.  And we're still here. 
 
Somehow, we had the strength to survive. 
 
Our secret? 
 
The Torah.  We never stopped learning it.  Being inspired by it. 
 
And living it. 
 
… But today?  Things are different. 
 
We’re free.  We feel secure.  Thank G-d. 
 
But with all that freedom – and all that security – we’re still worried. 
 
Worried about our future.  About Jewish continuity. 
 
Because there’s one thing we cannot survive. 
 
Jewish illiteracy. 
 
… Which is why Torah study is more important today than ever. 
 

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 
 
Rabbi Dr. Abraham Twersky tells the story of a ‘gratitude meeting’ at Alcoholics Anonymous. 
 
Everyone expressed how thankful they were for the wonderful things that had happened to them 
since they became sober. 
 



… All except one man.  He too had remained sober for four years. 
 
But in many other ways, he was doing poorly.  His life seemed to be falling apart. 
 
In a sense, though, what he said was more powerful than all the others: 
 
He told them: “I wish I could say that it is all good.  But it’s not. 
 
… But I don’t think that G-d has brought me all this way, only to walk out on me now”. 
 
… And that’s also the story of the Jewish People today . 
 
Because we certainly have some major problems facing us. 
 
Like, fewer and fewer Jews being passionately committed to Judaism. 
 
While assimilation and intermarriage threaten to devastate us. 
 
We definitely have our work cut out for us. 
 
There’s so much to do, if Judaism is going to continue in a meaningful way. 
 
And sometimes we can get overwhelmed by the challenge. 
 
Throw up our arms.  And say: “Forget it!  We can never turn things around!” 
 
… But there’s one reassuring thought we should keep in mind: Our history shows we can do it. 
 
… We are an eternal people.  That has survived against unbelievable odds. 
 
Time and time again. 
 
It just doesn’t seem likely that G-d has brought us all this way – only to walk out on us now! 
 

ASK OREN DEKALO – AND HUNDREDS OF OTHER PEOPLE – ABOUT RABBI KATZ’S WORKSHOP! 
 

LLiivviinngg  LLiiffee  ttoo  iittss  FFuulllleesstt  

 

Powerful Tools for Getting More Pleasure and Meaning Out of Life  
“The Jewish Literacy Course was fascinating, educational, and 
uplifting.  Rabbi Katz is a gifted teacher with a knack for 
using metaphor and humor to make his lessons both enjoyable 
and memorable.  My wife and I looked forward to each session 
and discussed what we learned for days if not weeks 
afterwards.  I couldn't recommend the class more strongly.  
It's a class that every Jew - both he who is deeply familiar 
with his Jewishness and he who has just begun learning - can 
benefit from immensely.”  (Oren Dekalo, CTN Particpant) 

Complete details at www.torahnetwork.org/life.htm 

Monday, June 20, 2011 - 7 pm, at The CTN Center, 2832 West Touhy, Chicago. 
Followed by refreshments, drinks & schmoozing 

$10 including workbook. Advance registration required 
info@torahnetwork.org or 773.761.0400 x207 www.torahnetwork.org.htm/register.htm 
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Shabbat Shalom and have a wonderful week. 

 
Rabbi Moshe Katz                            Rabbi  Doni Deutsch 
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