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H a n g  i n  t h e r e  -  S h a b b o s  i s  c o m i n g !  
 

Torah Portion: BAMIDBAR (NUMBERS 1:1 - 4:20) 
 

 

This week’s CTN Shabbat Fax is sponsored 
anonymously with a prayer for peace in 

Israel and around the world. 
 

1. G-d said to Moses … Take a census of the community … You shall count them … 
you and Aaron …  (1:1-4) 

 
It sounds like a simple story: The Jews leave Egypt.  Travel through the desert.  And Moses and 
Aaron are commanded to take a census. 
 
… Except that when you think about it, it’s actually a little strange. 
 
After all, they are in the desert. 
 
And there aren’t many ‘community resources’ to allocate. 
 
So what’s the point of the census? 
 
… Jewish tradition says that it’s to teach us a lesson. 
 
Because the point isn’t just the number they come up with at the end. 
 
But the process of counting itself. 
 
Because counting symbolizes taking a large group … and focusing on the value of each 
individual. 
 
Recognizing that each individual has a unique contribution to make. 
 
… And not only that, but look who’s doing the counting! 
 
Moses and Aaron! 
 
… This seems even stranger.   
 
Sure a census is important.  And should be done by responsible people. 
 
But Moses and Aaron themselves! 
 
What happened to the all-important skill of delegating? 
 
… The answer is, sure someone else could have done it. 
 
But the Torah wants Moses and Aaron to do it. 
 
To teach us a powerful lesson. 
 
… That we’re never too smart or talented to learn from others. 
 
The two greatest leaders – Moses and Aaron themselves – did the counting. 
 
… Emphasizing the uniqueness of each individual. 
 
Because even great people can gain from every person they meet. 
 
And that’s exactly what they – and we – should always try to do. 
 
As the Talmud teaches: ’Who is wise? He who learns from everyone.’ 



STORY OF THE WEEK 
 
1948.  A huge banquet is held in Chicago. 
 
A fund-raiser for Israeli Bonds.  
 
Among the many hundreds of people who were there, was Rabbi Mendel Kaplan. 
 
A great Torah scholar who came to Chicago after the war. 
 
He devoted his life to teaching Torah. 
 
From books.  And by example. 
 
… The next day he taught his students a very important lesson.  
 
He spoke about the impression the banquet had on him. 
 
… And it really was quite an impressive event. 
 
People all over town were talking about things like the size of the crowd. 
 
And of course, how much money was raised. 
 
… Rabbi Kaplan’s perspective? 
 
 “It was so inspiring. 
 
Watching Jews stand on line in order to give Tzedakah”. 
 

LET’S DO SHABBAT … THIS WEDNESDAY 
 

 

LUNCH, LEARN & MITZVAH: 
 

“LET’S DO SHABBAT … ON WEDNESDAY”  
 
Learn the how, what and why of things like candle 
lighting … Kiddush … blessing the children … and 
many other rituals.” 
 
Wednesday, June 1, 2011 
Northbrook JCC, 300 Revere Drive, Northbrook 
 

Networking and Lunch: 11:30 am 
Workshop: 12:00 pm 
 

Advanced Paid Registration: $15 
       At the Door: $20 
      (includes lunch) 
 

info@torahnetwork.org or 773-761-0400 

The Lunch, Learn & Mitzvah Series is dedicated by the Hartman Family Foundation in memory of Wilfred Lefkovitch 
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Shabbat Shalom and have a great week! 

 
Rabbi Moshe Katz                            Rabbi  Doni Deutsch 
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