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H a n g  i n  t h e r e  -  S h a b b o s  i s  c o m i n g !  
 

TORAH PORTION: VA’ESCHANAN (DEUTERONOMY 3:23 - 7:11) 
 

This week's CTN Shabbat Fax is sponsored by Dr. Albert Zickmann, in 
appreciation of Chicago Torah Network, and in honor of Chavah, Sarah 

Yarden, Moshe Benyamin, Yishai Eliran, and all of Klal Yisrael. 
 

1. Do not take the name of G-d in vain.  (5:11) 
 

It’s one of the Ten Commandments.  And the simple understanding has to do with our speech. 
 

That we be careful not to say G-d’s name in vain. 
 

But Jewish tradition gives us another powerful insight into this verse. 
 

… It sees each human being as “bearing G-d’s name”. 
 

Because G-d created each of us in His Image.  And gave each of us the potential to be G-dly. 
 

Which presents us with a challenge. 
 

To live up to very high standards. 
 

In our relationship with G-d.  And with every other human being. 
 

To deal with absolute honesty.  And integrity. 
 

And to emulate G-d.  By doing chessed.  Acts of kindness. 
 

… Because if we don’t? 
 

If we can tolerate unethical behavior?  If we allow ourselves to become self centered? 
 

… Then we carry G-d’s name in vain. 
 
§ Rabbi Shmuel Salant. One of the 19th century’s leading Rabbis and Torah scholars. People were 
constantly at his door. They had questions about Jewish law, or needed advice on personal matters. 
 

And many just needed someone who would listen. As they poured out their heartaches and 
troubles. 
 

His home was always full of people. 
 

Until his family thought it was a bit too much. 
 

… “Maybe you should set aside specific hours to see people. 
 

At least then you’ll be able to rest a little during the day.” 
 

… The Rabbi’s response? 
 

“G-d lets me pour out my heart whenever I need to. 
 

He’s always ready to listen to me. 
 

… G-d doesn’t have special hours. 
 

So neither do I.” 
 



2. Hear Israel, the Lord our G-d the Lord is One  (6:4) 
 
The Sh'ma: “Sh'ma Yisrael, Ado-noy Elo-haynu Ado-noy Echad.” 
 
It’s the fundamental Jewish declaration of faith. 
 
Always has been.  For as long as we’ve been a People. 
 
It’s our way of saying that we believe in One G-d. 
 
It was the first prayer a Jewish child said. 
 
And the last words a Jew said before dying. 
 
� Poland 1946.  After the Holocaust. 
 
Thousands of Jewish children had been placed in non-Jewish orphanages. 
 
Dedicated volunteers, search through the orphanages, trying to identify the Jewish kids. 
 
So they can be raised by Jewish families.  As Jews. 
 
One Rabbi has tremendous success finding them.  How? 
 
As he walks through the hallway of the orphanage, he says the Sh'ma in a soft voice. 
 
Using the traditional bedtime melody. 
 
And one by one, he hears voices joining him. 
 
Little Jewish boys and girls. 
 
Saying the Sh'ma they never forgot 
 

YOU SPENT YEARS ON A FOREIGN LANGUAGE … HOW ABOUT FIVE WEEKS ON YOUR OWN? 
 

 

You can still learn to 
read hebrew. 

In just five short weeks. 

Really! 

The CTN Five Week Hebrew Reading Crash Course  
Tuesdays, Aug. 3 – Aug. 31. 7:30 - 8:30 pm 

At the CTN Center. 2832 West Touhy, Chicago 
Cost: $25 Including Workbook. Taught by CTN’s outstanding teacher, Esti Berger 
www.torahnetwork.org/register.htm info@torahnetwork.org 773-761-0400 x207 

�      u      � 
Shabbat Shalom and have a wonderful week. 
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