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CTN Young Jewish Professionals presents:

Tragedy in Haiti ...
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As Jews, we are very proud of the leadership role played by the
IDF in response to the tragedy.

At the same time, given that Jewish tradition believes in a
loving G-d Who is involved in the world, the heart wrenching
tragedy raises the age-old question of why a loving G-d allows
this kind of thing to happen, and, in a broader sense, why there
is pain and suffering in the world.

Join CTN’s Rabbi Moshe Katz this Monday evening, February 15,
for an informal presentation / discussion of a traditional Jewish
approach to the question.

This Monday, Feb. 15 7:00 pm Refreshments & 7:30 Discussion
600 N. Lake Shore Drive, 60611 ( North Tower Party Room)
Suggested donation: $10 - www.torahnetwork.org/register.htm

info@torahnetwork.org 773.761.0400 x201
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Hang in there - Shabbos is coming!

TORAH PORTION: MISHPATIM (EXoDuUs 21:1 - 24:18)

This week’s CTN Shabbat Fax is sponsored by Jeff & Helena Cohen in recognition of the Deutsch
and Katz families for all they do to enrich the lives of Jews throughout the world. Their personal
way of teaching Torah and the fact that they are living examples of those teachings, makes it
wonderful to be connected to them. May they go from strength to strength.

1. "If a person gives someone else money or articles to watch ... (22:6)
Responsibility for things entrusted in our care.

Say I borrow someone's car. Or maybe he asks me to watch his pet.

I have to take care of them. And I can be responsible if something happens.

... But responsibility for things with which we're entrusted goes a lot further.
Because it's really about life.

Every minute of every day.

... Because in Jewish tradition, everything we own is really only entrusted to our care.
By G-d.

Our money. Our talents. Our time. And everything else we have in life.
They're given to us. With a responsibility.

... Sure. We can use them. And enjoy them.

But it's our job to use them wisely.

And to use them to help others.

... And Jewish tradition takes it even further.

There’s something else we should think about.

If we are parents. Or hope to be.

... Children.

Children are more than a blessing.

... They too have been entrusted to our care. By G-d.
And we can't afford to lose sight of that.

... We owe it to them. And we owe it to G-d.

Our children need values. Priorities.

And they need to get them from us.

Because children aren’t given to us. They are entrusted to us.
Our job? To help them become great human beings.
And great Jews.



STORY OF THE WEEK

A father is trying to help his son do better in school.
'You know son. You really should start reading more.’
And his son is not convinced.

'What's so important about reading?’

‘Are you kidding?

Do you know that when Abraham Lincoln was your age, he used to walk eight miles a day to get
to the library?

'Dad ...

When he was your age, he was President.’

... It's something to remember: Sure it's important to try to inspire our children.

But the best way is by example.

FROM THE JEWISH MYSTICS

In Jewish tradition, the number ten is a special number.

We find it at the Ten Commandments. And at the ten plagues in Egypt.

And the Talmud says that we also find it back at the creation of the universe.

They tell us that there were ten creative ‘sayings of G-d’. “Let there be ... let there be ...”
... And the Jewish mystics tell us that all three are related.

Because there are three steps to creation.

First G-d creates the world. But there’s more.

Because Jewish tradition teaches that G-d didn’t simply create a world and ‘move on to other
things’.

... G-d remains involved in His world. Runs it. And cares about it.

Which is why He brings the ten plagues on Egypt.

To free the Jewish People from their slavery.

... But that’s still not the whole story.

Because G-d may create it and run it, but He’s not the one who perfects it.
Who makes it the kind of world He wants it to be.

A world of goodness and meaning. A world of morals and ethics.

That only we can do.

So He gave us the Ten Commandments. And the Torah.

... Our guide to completing His creation.
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Shabbat Shalom and have a great week!
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